PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 )Publication number : 2001 -1 69307 

(43)Date of publication of application : 22.06.2001 



(51)Int.CI. 




H04N 9/73 
H04N 9/04 




(21 Application number : 


11-351253 


(71)Applicant 


: MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO 








LTD 


(22)Date of filing : 


10.12.1999 


(72)Inventor : 


YAMAGUCHI JUNJI 



(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE WITH WHITE BALANCE ADJUSTMENT FUNCTION AND WHITE 
BALANCE ADJUSTMENT METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image pickup 
device such as a video camera and an electronic still 
camera that can improve accuracy when a white color 
area is large and can conduct white balance adjustment 
even when the white color area is small. 
SOLUTION: A block data detection circuit 6 divides an 
input image into a plurality of blocks to detect image 
data for each block. A white color area selection circuit 
7 selects a block of a white color area. A white balance 
convergence discrimination width decision circuit 8 
decreases a convergence discrimination width between 
color signals used to discriminate whether or not white 
balance adjustment is converged when number of blocks 
discriminated to be a white color area is increased. A 
white color area image data detection circuit 9 detects 
each color signal level in the white color area. A white 
balance adjustment 10 adjusts the white balance so that 
each color signal reaches the convergence 
discrimination width. 
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